
May the Lord give you Peace! January 18, 2021

Minister’s Message
Pax et Bonum my dear brothers and sisters in Christ! 

     Writing to you for this newsletter finds me saddened as I will 
soon relinquish my Tau Shalom minister duties to Emilio.  No doubt 
this has been a tumultuous year that we would rather forget as 
nothing but a bad dream.  Month after lonely month has taken its 
toll on many in our community.  The Warming Center is operating 
at reduced capacity, the Salvation Army struggles to find enough 
volunteers, and the Place of Grace serves fewer meals due to the 
Covid restrictions.   I'm proud of all of you who have provided 
assistance to these important activities over the past year.  

     However, we here in Tau Shalom are growing during this time of 
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Upcoming Dates 

Wednesday 27 Jan  6:00 
pm - Regular Meeting, 
with initial Formation  

Saturday  13 Feb 9:00 am 
Business Meeting, with 

ongoing Formation 

Prayer Intentions 

For all who are ill or 
suffering financial distress 

due to the COVID-19 
pandemic 

For a spirit of dialog and 
open hearts within our faith 
communities, families, social 

circles and civic groups

TAU SHALOM 
Emerging Fraternity | Secular Franciscan Order | La Crosse, WI

Hoarfrost and snow, bless the Lord; praise and exalt Him above all forever! 
(Daniel 3:70)
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trouble and uncertainty.  During our next formation meeting on 
January 27th, we will welcome three new members into 
Orientation; Faye and John Hanley and Matt Korger.  I am 
overjoyed that our fraternity is growing during this time of 
seemingly ceaseless gloom.  

     I have thoroughly enjoyed serving you as minister for the past 
year.  We have learned and grown together thru the use of our 
Zoom meetings.  Although I must be honest when I say that I miss 
meeting in person.  I miss your smiles, your stories, your hugs and 
yes, your food!!  

     I know that you will give Emilio the same support and 
consideration that you have given me this past year.  I thank each 
of you for trusting me as your minister.  You are in good hands!! 

     Your humble servant and minister (for now!) 

Kevin OFS 

Spiritual Assistant’s Message
“Week of Prayer for Christian Unity:  January 18-25 2021” 

Many of us may not even be aware that since the early 20th century, 
Roman Catholics along with other Christian denominations, have 
observed this week of prayer.  Unfortunately, it happens with very 
little publicity and many Christian communities have passed it by. 

It seems to me this week is as important as ever. 

With all the news and scare about violence with the elections and 
forthcoming inauguration of the President – and with the alarming 
surge of the pandemic, I think we as Franciscans should consider 
this particular week as an opportunity for prayer and action. 

The Conference of Catholic Bishops in the United States have 
added their approval for this year’s Prayer for Christian Unity 
theme:  “Abide in my love…You shall bear much fruit” (John 
15:1-17). 

The theme was chosen by the Monastic Community of 
Grandchamp, Switzerland.  Founded in the 1930s, the community 
consists of a group of Christian Reformed women, who, searching 
for a place to pray in solitude in imitation of Jesus, repeatedly 
gathered and drew a growing group of guests that necessitated a 
permanent presence.  They still welcome guests and retreatants for 
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Upcoming Meeting 
Information 

We continue to meet via Zoom 
during these days of pandemic.  
Please refer to the email from 
Emilio with information about 
logging into Zoom for meetings.  

From our Treasurer 

Please continue to support Tau 
Shalom with your financial 
contributions.  Checks may be 
made payable to “Secular 
Franciscan Order, Tau Shalom.”   
Send your contributions to:

Frederick Ellis 
1320 Pinecrest Lane, #13 
Onalaska, WI 54650-3479
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periods of retreat, silence, healing and in search of meaning.  It reminds me of a similar community founded 
by Brother Roger of Taize, France.  

Each year a symbol of the theme is chosen, and this year it is the vine branch.  Like the branches, we 
recognize our diversity but are united into the One Vine, Christ.  And certainly, the “sap” which keeps us all 
the branches healthy gets stuck in blocked veins of animosity, distrust, bigotry and ignorance.  Only open 
veins will allow the sap to flow and then, all the branches can bear much fruit.  I thought I would give you the 
themes for each of the 8 days – use them for your prayer and response to what our world is now 
experiencing. 

Day One:  Called by God:  “You did not choose me but I chose You.” (John 15:16) 

Day Two:  Maturing internally: “Abide in me as I abide in you.” (John 15:4) 

Day Three: Forming one body: “Love one another as I have loved you.” (John 15:12) 

Day Four:  Praying together: “I do not call you servants any longer…but I have called you friends.” (John 
15:15) 

Day Five: letting oneself be transformed by the Word: “You have already been pruned by the Word” (John 
15:3) 

Day Six:  Welcoming others:  “Go and bear fruit, fruit that will last” (John 15:16) 

Day Seven:  Growing in unity: “I am the vine, you are the branches” (John: 15:5) 

Day Eight: Reconciling with all creation: “So that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 
complete.” (John 15:11). 

   Peace 

Brother Conrad, O.F.M. 

JPIC Corner
As we search for justice and peace in these unprecedented times we must remember that our divisions 
intensify when we cling to our own side; our own vision of the world.  We must remember that those on the 
“other side” who may have a different vision are not necessarily evil or wrong.  They are children of God, fully 
loved, fully understood.  Each with their own life history and experiences that have led them to where they 
are.  We should also try to remember that: 

Though the wicked spring up like grass 

  And all who do evil thrive, 

They are doomed to be eternally destroyed. 

  But you, Lord, are eternally on high 
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See how your enemies perish; 

  All those doers of evil are scattered. 

God is in charge.  The solutions to our problems won’t come from politicians or false idols.  We can only 
build bridges to our brothers and sisters and realize our common inheritance and humanity.  There is no 
“other side”, there’s just us. 

John Ott, O.F.S. 

Formation Station
Hello Franciscan Sisters and Brothers,  

Welcome to our January Formation Station! I want to take a moment to express my gratitude for everyone’s 
willingness to join me on this formation journey over the past year. I’m thankful for all the positive feedback 
and the in-depth conversations that flowed out of our formation conversations. I was also grateful for the 
opportunity to challenge myself in preparing for our on-going and initial formations. As our leadership 
transitions over for the next year, I am very excited to welcome Charlie in leading us through the next step of 
our formation journey. Our fraternity will be in good hands as the Holy Spirit guides Charlie in teaching all of 
us more about the Franciscan way of life to which we are called. There is much wisdom to be shared here.  

For my final reflection for the Formation Station, we look at chapter 24 in The Franciscan Journey book. The 
chapter titled “The Gift of Work” looks at Rule # 16. It reads: “Let them esteem work both as a gift and as a 
sharing in the creation, redemption, and service of the human community.” 

The dignity of work is an essential element of our faith. Work and its meaning are seen all over the 
scriptures. From God creating in Genesis to Jesus’ lived example of living as a carpenter and using his own 
hands, many examples give deep meaning to what work is and how we are called to live and see the dignity 
of work in our own lives. Catholic Social Teaching makes it even more apparent. For additional resources, 
visit the USCCB’s website for scripture passages and references to the many church encyclicals that explain 
in depth the Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers (https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-
we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/the-dignity-of-work-and-the-rights-of-workers).   

The rule emphasizes three main points about work. Work as a gift from God allows us to: 

1) Share in the creation of the human community. 

2) Share in the redemption of the human community. 

3) Share in the service of the human community.  

As members of the Body of Christ, we have the privilege (and responsibility) to share in the life of God.  We 
share in the Divine Creation of the world. We actively share the ability to bring about the Kingdom of God 
and bring others to it. What a tremendous gift to service our brothers and sisters as Jesus serves us. The best 
part is that it is for everyone, not just a few.  
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The section that resonates the most is the one that speaks to the balance of work in our lives. Work and the 
ability to work should be life-giving! It should renew our souls and give us purpose. After all, we are doing 
something that shares in the life of God. At times, we can find ourselves in a position where the work isn’t 
life-giving. Human dignity and others’ can be affected by various reasons—unjust work practices in the 
workplace, poor remuneration, discrimination, unfair practices, safety concerns, or lack of opportunity to 
work. We are called to seek a just way of living for all. And in some instances, we can be consumed by the 
amount of work we do, focusing more on our work than all other areas of life. Our ability to work should 
bring life to our lives; it cannot consume our lives. I am deeply grateful for this reminder. It reminds me to 
focus on my vocation as a whole. To be a follower of Jesus by being the best Husband, Father, Friend, 
Campus Minster, etc. 

This week for our reflection, consider how you approach the gift of work in your own life. Is it something that 
brings you life? Do you see it as an opportunity to share in the creation, redemption, and service of the 
human community? Why, or why not? How does your manner of working reflect upon the relationships in 
your own life? Please feel free to share with the group at our next meeting.  

 

Emilio Alvarez, OFS 

Birthdays and Profession Anniversaries
 
Peggy Duboios - Birthday January 17  

Fraternity Council Appointments
As Tau Shalom is in Emerging Fraternity status we do not have an elected Council.  Rather, the Council 
positions are held on a rotating basis for a period of one year.  The proposed Council for 2021, pending 
approval and appointment by St Louis, our sponsoring fraternity, is as follows: 

Minister:  Emilio Alvarez OFS  
Vice Minister: John Abendroth OFS 
Secretary:  John Ott OFS 
Treasurer:  Frederick Ellis OFS  
Formation Director:  Charlie Peters OFS 

We thank our outgoing Council members for their conscientious service throughout 2020, and we welcome 
in prayerful support our new Council.  

Editor’s Note
With so many events and our changes in Tau Shalom leadership, a decision was made to go back to the 
monthly format for the newsletter for at least January and February.  We will continue to consider the 
frequency of newsletter publication as the year unfolds.  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Tau Shalom Meeting Recap
Formation meeting, Wednesday, December 30, 2020.  The formation topic was Rule 15, and a discussion of 
Chapter 23 from The Franciscan Journey, “Justice and the Franciscan Life.”  As stated on page 248 “justice is 
based on good relationships that seek the good of the other person.”  

Business meeting, Saturday,  January 9, 2021. The Holy Spirit was very much alive as we chose members 
who would fill the Tau Shalom Council positions during 2021.  Since this meeting was taking place only days 
following the attack on the U.S. Capitol, we took time to acknowledge the event and to voice our thoughts 
and feelings in a spirit of fraternity.  Due to the importance of the Capitol attack and our considerations of it, 
we did not take time to discuss our regular ongoing formation topic from Fratelli Tutti.   

The Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order - Article 16
Let them esteem work both as a gift and as a sharing in the creation, redemption and service of the 
human community.  

Another concrete means of proclaiming the Good news of Jesus Christ is expressed in 
attitudes toward work.  Through working the Secular Franciscans discover their workaday 
worlds the arena of their salvation and at the same time exemplify the saving Christ to 
others.  So, human labor is a blessing, both received and bestowed.  By working a person 
shares in the creative power of the Father, renews the face of the earth along with the Son, 
and brings the love of the Holy Spirit to the human community.  Such an attitude toward 
work can reshape one’s own and others’ values and actions regarding labor and 
management, business and economics, living wage and welfare, proper use of one’s own 
talents and the resources of others.

from The Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order with Catechism and Instructions (1981)

Welcome!
We joyfully announce the formal transfer of John Abendroth OFS into our fraternity, effective December 30, 
2020.   
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Fraternity Banner Considerations
Emily Alvarez, our resident artist, has rendered some proposed sketches for incorporation into our banner.  
We hope to finalize a banner design in one of our next meetings. Please take a look… 
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Grace Notes
A meditation on the ongoing cycles of spiritual advancement 

The Fruit of the Embrace—Purgation, Illumination, Union 

When darkness dwells in us… 

“The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” John 1:5 

“For if you forgive men’s sins, they are forgiven them.” John 20:23 

Be cleansed through Me for I have sanctified this water. 

“I am not worthy that You should enter under my roof…” Matthew 8:8 

“Here, I stand, knocking at the door.” Revelation 3:20 

“Some men came along carrying a paralytic on a mat.” Luke 5:18 

“I say to you, get up! Take your mat with you, and return to your house.” Luke 5:24 

“…for I know well the plans I have in mind for you, says the Lord…” Jeremiah 29:11 

“He first ran on in front, then climbed a sycamore tree which was along Jesus’ route.” Luke 19:4 

“Zacchaeus, hurry down. I mean to stay at your house today.” Luke 19:5 

Zacchaeus stood his ground and said to the Lord: “I give half my belongings, Lord, to the poor. If I have 
defrauded anyone in the least, I pay him back fourfold.” Luke 19:8 

“Today salvation has come to this house, for this is what it means to be a son of Abraham. The Son of Man 
has come to search out and save what is lost.” Luke 19:9 

“Lord, if You will to do so, You can cure me.” Matthew 8:2 

“I do will it. Be cured.” Matthew 8:3 
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“You are My Beloved Son. On You My favor rests.” Luke 3:22 

“At a certain point the wine ran out, and Jesus’ mother told Him, ‘They have no more wine.’ Jesus replied, 
‘Woman, how does this concern of yours involve me? My hour has not yet come.’ His mother instructed 
those waiting on table, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’” Luke 2:3-5 

“This is the time of fulfillment. The reign of God is at hand! Reform your lives and believe in the Gospel!” 
Mark 1:15 

“This is My Beloved Son on Whom my favor rests. Listen to Him.” Matthew 17:5 

“THIS IS…” 

I AM. 

“Go back and report to John what you hear and see: the blind recover their sight, cripples walk, lepers are 
cured, the deaf hear, dead men are raised to life, and the poor have the good news preached to them.” 
Matthew 11:4 

“We have found the Messiah!” John 1:41 

Now there were seven brothers…all seven died without leaving her any children.” 

“The children of this age marry and are given in marriage, but those judged worthy of a place in the age to 
come and of resurrection from the dead do not…God is not God of the dead but of the living. All are alive 
for him.” Luke 20:29, 31, 34, 38 

“When the day of Pentecost came it found them gathered in one place. Suddenly from up in the sky there 
came a noise like a strong driving wind which was heard all through the house where they were seated. 
Tongues as of fire appeared, which parted and came to rest on each of them. All were filled with the Holy 
Spirit.” Acts 2:1-4 

“The body is one and has many members, but all the members, many though they are, are one body; and so 
it is with Christ.” 1 Cor 12:12 

9



May the Lord give you Peace! January 18, 2021

“You, then, are the body of Christ.” 1 Cor 12:27 

“I do not pray for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in Me through their word, that all may be 
one as You, Father, are in Me, and I in you; I pray that they may be [one] in us, that the world may believe that 
You sent Me. I have given them the glory You gave Me that they may be one, as We are one—I living in them, 
You living in Me—that their unity may be complete.” John 17:20-23 

“My Jesus, I believe that You are Present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire 
to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually 
into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to 
be separated from You.” 

Act of Spiritual Communion (Saint Alphonsus Liguori) 

“TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT: FOR THIS IS MY BODY WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU.” 
Eucharistic Prayer 

“TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT: FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD, THE BLOOD OF 
THE NEW AND ETERNAL COVENANT, WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR MANY FOR THE 
FORGIVENESS OF SINS. DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME.” Eucharistic Prayer 

Charlie Peters, OFS

10


	Upcoming Dates
	Prayer Intentions
	Minister’s Message
	Upcoming Meeting Information
	From our Treasurer
	Spiritual Assistant’s Message
	JPIC Corner
	Formation Station
	Birthdays and Profession Anniversaries
	Fraternity Council Appointments
	Editor’s Note
	Tau Shalom Meeting Recap
	The Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order - Article 16
	Welcome!
	Fraternity Banner Considerations
	Grace Notes

